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began an era of peace such as the Philippines had
never before known.

During the suppression of the insurrection the
American Army had resorted to severe measures,
though they by no means went to the extremes
that were reported in the press. It was realized,
however, that the establishment of a permanent
peace must rest upon an appeal to the good will
and self-interest of the natives. The treatment of
the conquered territories, therefore, was a matter
of the highest concern not only with reference to
the public opinion at home but to the lasting
success of the military operations which had just
been concluded.

There was as yet no law in the United States re-
lating to the government of dependencies. The
entire control of the islands therefore rested, in the
first instance, with the President and was vested by
him, subject to instructions, in the Military Gov-
ernor. The army fortunately reflected fully the
democratic tendencies of the United States as a
whole. In June, 1899, General Lawton encouraged
and assisted the natives in setting up in their vil-
lages governing bodies of their own selection. In
August, he issued a general order, based upon a
law of the islands, providing for a general system of